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The Badge of Military Merit is the oldest known
United States military decoration still in use.
However, there was one other decoration
awarded to members of the Continental Army
that pre -dated even the Badge of Military Merit.



The Fidelity Medall i on or O0OAndre Capt
created by act of the Continental Congress in 1780. It was

awarded to Privates John Paulding, David Williams and

|Isaac Van Wart of the New York State Militia.

On the obverse is what appears to be a heart, flanked by

| eafed stal ks, with OHeredessédoritan® above.
the Latin phrase, Amor Patriae Vincit
Co n g u e r Isnevér was awarded again, so the award

created two years later by General George Washington is

often considered the oldest.



WHY THE ANDRE CAPTURE MEDAL ?

Major John Andre was a British army officer hanged as a
spy during the American Revolutionary War for assisting
Benedict Arnold to surrender the fort at West Point,

New York to the British Army.

On September 23, 1780, after meeting with Benedict
Arnold, Andre passed near Tarrytown, New York, where
three militiamen stopped and arrested him, finding plans
of West Point and letters from Arnold hidden on his
person. André appealed to George Washington to be
executed by firing squad, but by the rules of war he was
hung as a spy at Tappan, New York on October 2, 1780.

The names of André's captors were John Paulding, David
Williams, and Isaac Van Wart. The United States
Congress gave each of them a pension of $200 a year

and a silver medal, known as the Fidelity Medallion. All

were later honored in the names of counties in Ohio, and

in 1853 a monument was erected to their memory on the

place where they captured André. No other soldiers

were ever awarded the Fidelity Medallion.



By April 1782, General Washington had established his
Head Quarters at Newburgh, New York to keep watch on
British forces in New York. He also needed to consolidate
the 7,000 man Continental Army and quell a threatened
mutiny over pay and pensions. For his soldiers, he wanted
to continue efforts to improve their condition and morale.



General Washingtondos personal writ.i
three badges, two Honorary Badges of Distinction and a
Badge of Military Merit, were created on August 7, 1782.

The practice in Europe was to honor high -ranking
officers who had achieved victory, rather than common
soldiers.  But in America, as General Washington said,
the "road to glory in a patriot army and a free country

il séopen to al/l

Of the Badge of Military Merit, Washington wrote:



